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·The Thing At Exeter� 
"It was silent. No hum. Nothing. Just moving through the 

air silently. And the light, so bright it lighted up the 
whole field." 



COMMUNIQUES AND BITS N' PIECES 

In this i s s ue - we again are carrying a l ittle of something for 
everybody. Much of what is publ i shed here deal s  with an event 
that took p l ace twenty-f ive years ago - The Incident At Exeter. 
Thi s  case is one that s til l remains, after c lose s crutiny by 
both government and c ivil ian investigators, unidentified. 
(Refer to USAF Blue Book, 1 - 5 SPT. '65 listing, on p. #8.) 

There has been alot of tel evis ion coverage, mos t  have been 
appearances by Howard Bl urn promoting his bo.ok, Out There. The 
reviews on his book have been everything but mixed. In f act, it 
seems at this present time, onl y  the NY Times Book Review (9 
Spt. '90) has s aid much in f avor it. I n  my opinion, the book's 
greatest def i ciency is that it reads l ike a ficticous 'spy vs. 
spy' novel. Either through s loppines s or l ack of 'true facts', 
Blum's effort to bringforth the revel at ion that the 
governrnent/MJ-1 2 UFO cover-up and its UFO Working Group is 
wholeheartedly trying to get to the bottom of the UFO p icture, 
f al l s  way short of the fin i s h  line. The book does not carry 
both sides of the MJ - 1 2  controversey , but ins tead, the author 
dives into h i s  research with shal lownes s, ref lecting numerous 
des crepencies throughout. Reads l ike a spy novel and hopefu l ly 
we wil l  not hear the book 'uncovered the truth', too much 
longer. 

Unsolved Mysteries (NBC) aired an intriguing segment (19 
Spt.'90) on the Kecksburg obj ect. Some of the peopl e  involved 
in finding the downed obj ect were interviewed and gave 
interesting tes timony on what went on in there quite town, 25 
years ago. According to a few c l ippings from the PA. 
Association for the Study of the Unexpl ained, sent by Director 
Stan Gordon, a few res idents were displeased that this segment 
was aired because they s ay nothing fel l out of the sky. James 
Romansky, of Derry, public ly came forward a few weeks ago to 
tel l  his s tory. He c l aims j ust before sundown on Dec 9, 1965, a 
few witnesses reported seeing a fiery obj ect s treak across the 
sky over Michigan, the tip of Ontario, and western Lake Erie, 
and l anded in a wooded area near Kecksburg. He des cribed the 
ob j ect as 8 feet in d iameter, 12 feet long and acorn shaped. 
Other witnesses s aid an empty military trans port truck drove to 
the s cene and left sometime l ater with a tarpau l in covered 
obj ect on the back. 

There was a multiple witnes s report from the Ashbee, MA. area on 
6 Oct. 1990. According to C.D., of Ashbee, at approximately 
2330 hrs. she heard a l ow rumbl ing sound. She thought it was a 
pos s ible earthquake. Subsequently, E.M, her mother, telephoned 
her from Lunenburg to exp l a in that she to heard a low rumbl ing 
noise, directly over her house, and dashed to the window in time 
to noti ce white sparks f al l ing from the sky. C.D. received 
another cal l , from a cousin in Dunstable, MA. regarding the low 
rumbl ing noise. E.M. , the mother , des cribed the rumbl ing noise 
as metal lic sounding which ended abruptly. A fol l ow-up interview 
is pending. 

Correction is needed - Regarding Jennie Zeidman's res ignation 

publ i shed in Orbiter #25, for the record, CUFOS board member 

Jennie Zeidman did not resign from MUFON total l y. She s ti l l  

remains a bas i c  member and the GB case was not her primary 

reason for res igning from MUFON's Board of Directors. 

From the l etter Box - I have repr inted a l etter which has been 

c ircul at ing throughout mos t  of the UFO community. The letter is 

authored by Stan Friedman and addres sed to h i s  now 

'ex - co l l eagues'- B i l l  Moore & Jamie Shandera. It appears that 

cons iderable probl ems have surf aced at the Fair Witness Project 

and is having an ef fect, of sorts, on the refreshing research 

being done by CUFOS's Schmitt and Randle on the Roswel l 

inc ident. I bel ieve we wil l be hearing more on these new 

developments and Stan wou l d  l ike the readers of this news l etter 

to be aware that his "F inal Report On Operation MJ-12" (101.. p.) 

is obtainable for $12.00, including postage, to Stan Fr iedman, 

POE 958, Houl ton, ME. 01..730, USA. 
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EXETER REVISITED! 

This past Sept . 3rd, 1990, marked the 25th anniversary of the 
UFO Incident at Exeter . The New Hampshire case was made 
prominent in the anna l s  of UFO his tory, by John Ful l er, through 
his book, Incident At Exeter (G . P .  Putnam's Sons, NY. 1966) . 

Twenty-five years ago, (3 SPT . '65) at approximately 2 . 2� a . m . ,  a 
shocked Norman Mus c arel l o  entered the Exeter pol ice s tation. He 
reported to Patrolman Reginald (Scratch) Tol and, working the 
desk, that he was hitchhiking north on route i150, from 
Amesbury, MA., to his home in Exeter. It was 2 a.m . ,  the 
tra f fic was sparse, when he was pas sing an open fie l d  near 
Kensington, NH., a huge obj ect came out of the sky and moved 
directly toward him. Mus c arel l o  cal l ed it "The Thing" and 
des cribed it as being 80' - 90' in diameter and had bril liant 
pul s ating red lights outlining an apparent rim . It wobbled and 
yawed as it maneuvered toward him, making no noise whatsoever . 
He felt he needed to protect himse l f  and dived into the shal low 
shoul der of the road . 

He watched the obj ect back o f f  and drift over a nearby house. 
When it backed o f f  further he then ran to one of the houses and 
began banging on the door, the occupants of the house did not 
answer thinking it may be a drunk . At that moment he ran 
frantical ly to the road and waved down a car which drove him to 
the Exeter police station. 

Tol and was impres sed with Mus carel lo's sincerety and cal l ed 
cruiser i21, driven by Patrolman Eugene Bertrand, to the 
s tation . Upon his arrival Bertrand, an Air Force veteran with 
experience in air to air refueling on KC - 97 Tankers, remarked 
that he had j us t  dis covered a distraught woman parked on a 
by-pas s on Rt . i101 . The woman tol d  him of a huge, silent 
airborne obj ect, with f l ashing red l ights had trail ed her from 
the town of Epping, nine miles away, and came within a few feet 
of her car . 

Tol and directed Bertrand to go back to the fie l d  where 
Mus c are l l o  was frightened . Bertrand was s til l trying to calm 
him . He parked his cruiser and they both wal ked down the 
s l oping fie l d, Bertrand was probing the trees in the dis tance 
with his f l ashlight. The night was c lear, moonles s, and warm . 
There was no wind, and the s tars were bri l l iant. They reached 
the fence of the corral! and stil l s aw nothing, and Bertrand 
tried to convince Mus carel lo that he mus t  of seen a hel icopter . 
Mus carel l o  insisted he was f amiliar with a l l kinds of 
conventional aircraft and would have recognized a hel icopter . 

Then, as Bertrand turned his back to the corral to shine his 
l ight toward the tree l ine north of them, the horses at the 
Dining f arm began kicking and whinning. Dogs in the nearby 
houses began howling . Mus c arel l o  s creamed, "I see it ! I see 
it ! II 

Bertrand turned, looked toward the trees beyond the corral. 
Rising up s l owly from behind two tall pines was a brilliant 
roundish obj ect. It made no sound. It moved toward them like a 
l eaf f luttering from a tree, wobbling and yawing as it did so. 
The entire area was bathed in bril l iant red l ight . The white 
sides of Car l  Dining's house turned blood red . Bertrand reached 
for his .38, then thought better of it and shoved the gun back 
in its hol s ter. Afraid of infrared rays he grabbed Muscarel lo 
and yanked him towards his criuser. 

Bertrand cal led Toland at the Exeter s tation . "My God, " he 
shouted, "I see the damn thing mysel f ! "  

Under the hal f-protection of the cruiser roof, Bertrand and 
Mus carel lo watched the obj ect hover. It was about 100 feet 
above them, about a footbal l - fields distance away. The 
pul s ating red lights seemed to dim from left to right, in a 
5-�-3- 2-1-, then 1 - 2-3-� - 5  pattern , taking about two seconds 
each cyc le. 
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After several minutes , the obj ect began moving s lowly eastward , 
toward Hampton . Its movement was erratic , defying al l 
conventional aerodynamic patterns. "It darted , "  s ays Bertrand. 
"It could turn on a dime . Then it woul d s low down. " 

At that point , Patrolman David Hunt , 26 , pul l ed up in another 
cruiser. "I could see the f l uttering movement , "  Hunt s ays. "It 
was going left to right , between the tops of two b ig trees . I 
could see those pul s ating l ights . I coul d hear those horses 
kicking out in the barn there. Those dogs were real ly howl ing . 
Then it s tarted moving , s l ow l ike , across the tops of the trees , 
j us t  above the trees . It was rocking when it did this. A 
creepy type of look. Airpl anes don't do thi s . After it moved 
out of s ight , toward Hampton , toward the ocean , we waited 
awhi l e. A B - �7 came over. You could tel l  the d i f ference . 
There was no comparison. " 

David Hunt f i led a written report on it , but he wi l l  no longer 
dis cus s the case. 

Moments after the obj ect s l id over the trees and out of s ight , 
Tol and took a cal l from an Exeter n ight operator. "She was a l l  
exited " ,  s ays Tol and. "Some man j us t  cal led her , and she traced 
the cal l to one of them outs ide booths in Hampton, and he was so 
hys terical he cou l d  hardly talk s traight . He tol d  her that a 
f ly ing s aucer came right at him , but before he could f inish , he 
was cut o f f . "  

The Air Force s ays that a n  operation known as "B ig Blast" was 
be ing conducted bt the 8th A ir Force in New Engl and that n ight 
by B-�7 aircraft. It s ays the "general des cription of f l ashing 
l ights is cons istent with previous reports of a ircraft , · 

refuel ing operations , or low l evel photographic miss ions . "  But 
it concedes that the operation had been ended and none of the 
"Big B l a s t "  aircraft were in the area after 1:35 a.m. 

Bertrand s ays , "We s aw something out in that f ie l d. It was 
s i l ent. No hum. Nothing. Just moving through the air s il ently. 
And the l ight , so bright it l ighted up the f ie l d. There was 
s omething there . Dave Hunt and the kid s aw it. We weren't a l l  
see ing something that wasn't there. " (sources: LOOK - 2 2  Feb. 
1966 & 1967) . 

In observance of the 25th anniversary , of the Inc ident At 
Exeter , the Exeter Pub l i c  L ibrary extended invitations to the 
genera l publ ic and hel d  a week long celebration of activities 
including a presentation on the Exeter case . On September 11th , 
Regina l d  "Scratch" Tol and , Eugene Bertrand , and NH. UFO 
researcher Pete Geremia treated a 's tanding room only' s l ide 
presentation , on the events that occured on that memorabl e  day. 
The l ibrary staff turned away approximately two hundred peop le 
a f ter the two conference rooms were packed. 

Regrettably , a coup le of days when he was due to arrive in 
Exeter , for the conference , John Ful l er suf fered a s troke and 
was hos pital i zed in CT . 

With the absence of Ful l er , Geremia p icked up the reins and 
with never-before-released material gave those in attendance a 
recreation of the 'Inc idents' on that day .- 25 years ago. Some 
of th is material was of aerial photography shots from where the 
object rose. These photos showed great detail of the swampy area 
and power l ines behind the tree l ine . Additional s l ides were of 
l andmarks and highways where other encounters occured on that 
day. 

(Front page print from Readers Digest May 1966. Outer Space Ghost Story 
By: John Fuller.) 

A Thought For The Day:· 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote, "When you have eliminated the impossible, 
whatever remains, however probable, must be the truth." 
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Some questions and answers posed at The Exeter Conference. 
(PG: Pete Geremia) (EB: Eugene Bertrand) (RT: Reginald ' Scratch' 

Tol and) (Q: Question from participant) . 

Q: "Were there any noises a s s o c iated with the l ights " ?  
PG: " There were abs o l utely n o  noises, I have talked t o  nobody 

that heard any noises . In f act, when I interviewed Norman 
he s aid when he was crouched down by the s ide of the road 
near the stone wal l . That everything went dead s i lent, even 
the crickets stopped making no ise . He said they only thing 
he could hear was l ike an internal cough in his head . 
Everything around him was l ike a dead s i lence when this 
thing f l oated over the house . "  

Q: "Do I correctly recal l from the book that the obj ect came 
c l ose enough that the o f f icer felt threatened and was 
thinking of go ing for his gun or he grabbed it" ? 

PG: "You're right it was in the book . Interestingly, in the 
Keene case the o f f icer was standing next to his car and 
he had a shot gun in there and one of the people standing 
next to h im s aid, 'don't you think you ought to get your 
shot gun' . And he was thinking of going for it to . So it's 
a natural reaction." 

Q: "Where is Norman now? How o l d  is he now, and what is his 
general impres s ion o f  what happened twenty f ive years ago"? 

PG: " I  don't know how o l d  he is, let's see he was eighteen at 
the time so probably 43. He l ives in Exeter, on Front St. 
I think he is probably not p l eased with the ridicule that 
s ometimes comes down the p ike . I real ly don ' t  know, I can't 
answer for him . But I think it woul d  be dif f icult, because 
s ometimes peopl e  are cruel . "  

PG: " There i s  one question I wanted to ask these l aw o f f i cers 
here . Have you guys been harras sed or brutal ized or 
whatever inspires the general popul ations concern about the 
s ighting?" 

RT: "Wel l they made in-fun of us. I didn't see it but Gene 
·(Bertrand) did . One thing I want to tel l  you . I was on the 
desk when Muscarel l o  came in and reported it and there were 
two or three others in there. And th is reporter a good 
friend of mine, who wrote for the Manchester Union and the 
Portsmouth Herald. And that night and every night, when I 
was on the desk, he wou l d  stop in and see me about 2:30 
a . m .  or after. And on that night, when this happened, when 
I sent him (Bertrand) out with Mus care l l o  to l ook at the 
p l ace where the 'thing' was in the f iel d . Wel l , I s aw this 
guy drive up (the reporter) on a motorcycle . He had a b ig 
helmet on with glas ses, gl oves on and a big j acket. So, when 
he came into the o f f ice, I j umped under the desk ! "  

Partic ipants had a good l augh ! ! 

RT: " The reporter s a id, what's the matter with him, I s a id oh 
I thought you were one of them ! "  (l aughter) 

RT: "When the story broke, he to l d  me he was acqua inted with 
every p i l ot at Portsmouth, air f ie l d. He s aid everyone of 
them have been in on chases, where they chased UFOs and 
government keeps denying it . Because he s ays it's true and 
everyone of them wi l l  tel l  you, but they won't tel l you 
outs ide because they don't want to be in troub l e . That 
actual ly happened . "  

PG: " I  think the ano lgy that the government gave back then for 
not wanting to release the inf ormatiom to the general 
pub l ic because it wi l l  cause a panic, quote panic, real ly 
doesn't h o l d  water . Because if you look at the gal lop po l l s  
that they run through out the years better than fifty per­
-cent of the people bel ieve that UFOs do ex ist anyway. " 
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Q: " Why was it that o f f ic ial s were cal l ed out at Pease AFB at 
the time of the 'inc ident'? Were they checking for 
radioactivity or were they checking ... ?" 

PG: " I  don't know what the Air Force did has far as 
investigating other than they did send out two of f icers 
to interview." 

EB: " They carne out the very next day. One was a captain the 
other was a l ieutenant, base operations o f f i cers. I was 
cal led by the chief of pol i ce to come down to the pol i ce 
s tation and tol d  the gentleman in the room what happened. 
They s aid we woul d  appreciate it if you woul d  
j us t  keep thi s  quite. I tol d  them it w a s  too l ate the 
Manchester Union was here at the s tation and knows 
about it. It was going to be in the paper, it's too l ate." 

P arti cipant: " Very Lucky ! "  

PG: "We werel That 's j us t  very fortunate that happened that 
way." 

Q: " Did the UFO leave anything behind, any evidence?" 

PG: " Good Question. I was talking with Ray Fowler, trying to get 
an update and his impres s ions. And he s aid he had heard, but 
can 't veri fy, that there were s ome phys ical traces left in 
that f ield. Now if any of you here know about that or can 
direct me to s omebody who might know about that I sure 
would appreciate it. He s a id he heard it as a rumor. But so 
far as we know, o f f ic ial ly, no. 

Q: " D id the obj ect appear to radiate heat at a l l .  Did 
Mus c are l l o  feel warmth?" 

PG: " D id you feel any warmth Gene?" 

EB: " No." 

PG: " H i s  impre s s ion was dead s i l ence when he was crouched down. 
Dead s il ence, the cri ckets weren't even making any noise 
and very bright red l ights." 

Q: " Coul d  these gentl emen give a des cription of how h igh above 
them it was and how l arge it was?" 

PG: " If you read the report, the report s ays that neither 
of f icer, (not audib l e) o f f icer Hunt could g ive an actual 
s iz e  of the obj ect. Norman s ays he thought it was 68 ft. in 
s ize. I gues s you cou l d  answer that better than I as f ar as 
it looked l ike. The l ights must of been to bright to see." 

EB: " I  didn't real ly get a good idea what the shape was. Al l we 
we s aw was l ights going from left to right. Which was 
somewhat l ike s ide to s ide, on that idea. But we never did 
get the shape of it." 

PG: "I think in the report it s a id the l ights were so bright it 
woul d  be l ike looking into a headl ight." 

Q: " I f  th is oc cured in the area of the transmi s s ion l ines, 
was there any reported operations or s igni f i cant power 
f l uctuations in that area?" 

PG: " Not that I read or heard of." 

PG: "I think this would be a good time to ask this question. 
Does anybody here recal l  if a member of their family or 
pos s ibly themselves hav ing a s ighting during that t ime frame 
(1965) of the inc ident at Exeter. Interesting, we probab ly 

have about a dozen people." 
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Pease AFB Overf l ight - The Exeter Connection ! 

On the same evening the Exeter events occured there was a 
strange development at Pease AFB only nine miles away - as the 
crow f l ies. Robert Mark, currently the Chief o f  Police at 
Hampton, NH., who, in 1965, was a s argent attached to the 509th 
Security Pol i ce Squadron rel ates the f o l l owing account: 

It was about 12 a . m .  when I and two other airmen were at the 
Main g ate to Pease . One o f  the a irmen yel l ed, "Look at 
that ! " I turned around to see an obj ect drop out o f  the 
star - f i l led sky. It was corning s traight for the guard shack 
at an al titude of about 300 to �00 feet. The l ights were 
approaching at a very f a s t  rate o f  speed . What I s aw as the 
obj ect was corning s traight on, was what l ooked l ike two 
headlights that were very bright. 

As the obj ect pas sed over the lighted areas o f  the base , the 
l ights woul d  go out as if s omeone were breaking the bulbs as 
they went by. It pas sed directl y  over the guard shack, but 
the men cou l d  not hear a s ound, only the wind. When I f irst 
s aw the two bright headl ights drop out o f  the sky and come 
towards the shack, I thought it was a B - 5 2  approaching, but 
thi s  was dismis sed when there was no s ound whatsoever. 

One o f  the airmen ran for the shack and grabbed the red 
hotline phone, whi ch is a direct to to CSC ( Central Security 
Contro l) . He began crying and yel l ing into the phone about 
what he was seeing. Then he dropped to his knees and lost 
a l l  contro l  o f  himsel f. I had to grab the phone away from 
him and shack the airman, tel l ing him to contro l h imself, 
that the thing was not go ing to kil l h im. As this was go ing 
on, the obj ect headed towards the north end of Pease. When 
it f l ew over, the lights there went out a l s o . They remained 
out f or about thirty to f orty seconds, then carne back on . 
The who le area was bl ack when the obj ect pas sed over. 

The obj ect was des cribed by Mark as being el ongated, but was 
unclear on detail to the the brightnes s  o f  the l ights. He 
recal led running up into the base radar tower j ust in time to 
overhear a p i l ot transmitting, "I can ' t  get them ; there too 
f as t ! I'm at max. " Mark s aw the fighters gaining ground on the 
obj ect but only to be outdistanced. He recal l s  seeing the rear 
o f  the obj ect whil e  being pursued by the two a ircraft: "It 
l o oked l ike the obj ect had lights in the rear, l ike you see 
behind a j et where the f l ame comes out. " 
( Source: C l ear Intent - Greenwood/Fawcett) 

The above account took pl ace two hours before the Inc ident At 
Exeter . After fil ing FOIA requests, f or further information on 
thi s  account, and others at that t ime, Pease fervently denied 
any knowledge of base reports during the Exeter events. 

******************************* 
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David Hunt, left 
and Eugene Bertrand of 
Exeter, NH., joined 
Muscarello back at the 
site where he had reported 
seeing� large, luminous, 
flying object. 
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S'"f ANTON T. FRIEDMAN 
NUCLEAR PHYSICIST- LECTURER 
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(SOG) 457-=0!32 

Mr. William L. Moor e, Mr . Jaime Shandera 

4219 W. Olive St.,Suite 247 
Bur ban k, CA 91505 and 6027 Laurel Grove 

1�. Holl yw•:•od, CA 91606 
Dear Bill and Jaime: August 28, l'::J'JO 

I am appalled and cl.agrinned at both the tone and content of your 

My respons e is as follows: 
1. I wish to publicly completely di ssoc i at e myself from your 
view� as expres sed in the two items. 

2. I am her eb y r es i g n i n g f r om the Boar d C• f. D i r e •: tor s o f the Fa i r 
�Ji t ness Pr c•.j ec t. 

3.1 would strongly advise you to withdraw the ct1atges and apolo­
gize to Schmitt and Randle. 

There ar·e a 1 oad c•f false charges made in thesn i terns, some of 

them i n vo lving me and most bas ed on ig noran � e cJf the f act s and 

seemingly delusions of grandeur.Why lash out at others for tt1eir 

su •: ct?sses? Jeal .::.us rage, fr ust rat b::tn, and a1··r Otlanc e hard 1 y m.:da� 
for a strong •:ase. I have bet ter things to do wi t.h my time 1:han 

respond in kind. 

nd-;J!:.rily
,

, d • /J 
�T��---

• Friedman 

.... 
i . ! � 
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Al so, from ."The Letter Box", we hear from MUFON's Deputy 
Dire ctor of I nvestigations, Dan Wright. Dan's re spons e  to Marge 
Christens en's arti c l e, whi ch was reprinte d here in Orbiter #25 , 
is as fol l ows: 

MUFON An Organi z ation At Risk? Hardly 
By: Dan Wright 

I read with intere s t  the art i c l e  by Marge Christensen ("MUFON, 
1990 - An Organi z at ion At Risk, ") appearing in the July-August 
i s sue of Orbiter. I n  that I was close to the s cene during the 
per iod she outl ined, I wish to c l arify a f ew points from whi ch 
your readers might derive mi s impre s s ions of the actual 
c ircums tance s. I pre face thi s  rebuttal with a re s tatement of my 
friendship to, and admiration for, Marge. 

The overriding contentions in her commentary are that ( 1) the 
Wal ters epis odes in Gu l f  Bree z e, Flor ida were manufactured by 
that family ; (2) Wal t  Andrus, MUFON 's I nternational Dire ctor, 
dismi s s ed Marge from her pos ition due to her stated views on the 
Wa l ter's photographs and account ; and (3) MUFON doe s not ab ide 
by s c ient if i c  princ ipa l s  in its pursuits. 

Whol e  tree s  have already been sacr i f iced to explore on paper the 
pro and con arguments of the Wal ters case, so I wi l l  not b e l abor 
what i s  already known. Rather, I t ake i s sue f irst with an early 
paragraph in her paper: 

"At that time ( l ate 1988) , I voiced s im i l ar obj e ct ions to both 
Wa lt Andrus and Don Ware to no avai l  .. . .  They accused me of be ing 
too cons ervative, and Wal t  Andrus then announced the appointment 
of a new Director of Pub l ic Re l ations to repl ace me. " 

I t  is c ertainly true (from my many phone convers ations with 
Marge) that she had misgivings about the Walters c l a ims . 
However, it is not fair to suggest that Wal t removed her from 
the P. R. pos ition bas e d  on those views. Marge hers e l f  had 
prev iou s l y  sought to res ign from MUFON, only to be dis suaded by 
Wal t . I know personal ly that she was distraught over a 
l e s s - than-expe cted respons e  from some MUFON s tate dire ctors to 
her monthly news l etter. A l so, she was at that t ime resuming 
pos t - graduate education and f e l t  she had l ittl e  time to devote 
to UFO matters. Nonethe l e s s, Wal t  convinced her to retain the 
pos ition of publ i c  education dire ctor and thereafter named a new 
dire ctor of pub l ic re l at ions who cou l d  devote s ubstantial time 
to the task. 

In a l ater cryptic paragraph, Marge a s s erts: 

" I n  short, the party's over and it's time for the charade to 
end. Let's face the facts. MUFON is not a s er ious, s c ient i f i c  
re s e arch organi z at ion. Rather, it has become nothing but a pop 
c lub for peop l e  with mutual intere s t  in reading good stories 
about UFO case s." 

Two ma j or initiatives by MUFON in the past year, known by Marge 
yet unmentioned, go to the heart of MUFONs' commitment to 
s eriou s l y  resol ving tlie UFO enigma. First, the organi z ation has 
been a major partic ipant and f inancial supporter of one e f fort 
to organ i z e  profe s s iona l s  for abduct ion case characteristics. 
Se cond, MUFON devised a new, 350-f actor computer input form, 
purchas ed state - of-the art software, and organi z e d  a group of 
inve st igative veterans to categor i z e  the many thousands of case 
re cords in its f i l e s  for l ater comparative analys is. 

The s e  e f forts have been accomp l i shed at no smal l cost of 
f inances or personal commitment. Sure ly, in l ight of the ir 
potential s ignif icance, one cannot f a irly s ay that we are a "pop 
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club". 

Like other s keptics concerning the Walters episodes , Marge has 
conveniently ignored the approximate 200 other UFO witnesses in 
the Greater Pensacol a area over the past three years . Several 
dozen of these people have reported something that was up c l ose 
and personal - not a distant conventional aircraf t  or any other 
type of commonpl ace IFO . Having initial ly s at on the fence 
concerniong the Wal ters matter , I became increas ingly convinced 
over two and a hal f years that a l l  those peopl e  were not 
deluded . They , more so than mos t  Americans, were famil i ar with 
al l manner of a ircraft due to their proximity to Air Force and 
Navy bases . 

By her total omis s ion of these many seperate witnes ses in the 
same timeframe and vic inity ( many of whom knew only vaguely of 
the Walters case or not at a l l) , Marge woul d  have us bel ieve 
that Gul f Breeze means Ed Wal ters, period . A town council 
member, a phys i can and his wife, a newspaper publ isher , hardened 
bluecol l ar workers, chi l dren - it doesn ' t  seem to matter . By 
this reasoning , Ed was l ying and so al l the rest were suddenly 
and f an c i ful seeing UFOs in what they had viewed al l of their 
l ives as airpl anes and hel icopters . 

If the "mas s del us ion" c l a im is appl ied to this series of events 
fol lowing the Walters experiences , then we ought to dis count 
every local i zed f l ap of activity after publ ication of an initial 
report . Certainly, copycats are a cons ideration to be 
s crutinized by the investigator, but does one then ignore a host 
of close encounter events, many involving multiple witnes ses? 

We as a community of UFO proponents have reached the unfortunate 
j uncture whereby there a bound to be winners and losers , based 
on the Wal ters case . Some have con c luded, despite a l l  of the 
obj ective tests Ed Wal ters pas sed ( po lygraph , voice s tres s ,  and 
general psychological) , that he is , in Marges ' s  word, a "con 
man" . 

To render that j udgement , one must con c l ude that he convinced 
his wife Frances as wel l  as their teenage son and daughter to 
l ie on his behal f, for they al l c l a im to have taken part in the 
events . Given his in-l aws ' testimony that they s aw the s ame 
obj ect at the beginning of the epis odes , they a l s o  must be 
lying . So too must Duane Cook , the Gul f Breeze Sentinel 
pub l isher, for he was present when Ed took a Pol aroid photo 
outs ide his truck , watched as it developed , and vouched for its 
authent ic ity . 

Hence, ac cording to the accusat ion , over a three-year period 
f ive adults and two teens have kept a dirty secret without even 
one contradiction on their part coming to l ight . Meanwh ile , a 
coup le of hundred peop l e  from the community fell for th is s cam 
and deluded themselves, often at close encounter range, into 
bel ieving that a mundane aircraft , s atel l ite , meteor or star was 
real ly an anomalous vehi c l e . Th is from Marge Chr istensen, who 
has never met any of the witnesses , vis ited the s ites, or spoken 
with any of the col l ateral contacts . 

Now , who ' s being s c ient i f ic? 

*********************** 

NOW YOU KNOW! 

It will take the Voyager spacecraft about 100 million years to cross just 
one sixth of the distance between our solar system and the center of the 
Milky Way galaxy, according to the Omni Space Almanac. 
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UFO Cover - Up ?  Alive And Stil l Craz y  A fter Al l These Years. 
By: Dr . Richard Crowe . (Part 2) 

According to previous ly c l a s sified memoranda released by the Central 
Intel l igence Agency (CIA) in December 1978, it is quite c l ear that the 
USAF concern over UFOs was not because there was any evidence that UFOs 
were either extraterres trial or Soviet craft, but rather because there was 
fear in some quarters that the U . S . S . R  could expl oit mania in the United 
States and s tage a surprise nuc lear attack . The U . S .  Air Force by August, 
1952, had already concluded that " the sightings [of UFOs], given adequate 
data, can be expl ained either on the basis of mis interpretations o f  known 
obj ects, or o f  as yet l ittle understood phenomena' . The Air Force was 
able to identify 80% of the UFO reports it recieved (80% of UFOs thus 
became IFOs) , and believed that another 10% cou l d  be exp l ained if more 
information, or more accurate inf ormation, were ava i l able . The CIA had 
noted in 1952 that " there is not a shred of evidence to support thi s  
[extraterres trial] theory" f or UFO reports . The Robertson panel, a team 
of f ive distinguished s cientists convened by the CIA to independently 
evaluate the UFO quest ion, concluded in 1953 that " there is no evidence 
that the phenomena indicate a need for the revis ion of current s cientific 
concepts" . In early 1969, The Complete Report o f  the Scientific Study o f  
Unidentified Flying Objects, commiss ioned by the USAF and prepared by a 
group under physicist Edward Condon at the Univers ity o f  Colorado, stated 
that " further extens ive s tudy of UFOs probably cannot be j us tified in the 
expectation that s cience wi l l  be advanced thereby" . A panel convened by 
the National Academy of Sciences endorsed the Condon report, s aying " on 
the bas is o f  present knowledge, the l east l ikely exp l anation of UFOs i s  
the hypothes is o f  extraterrestrial v i s itations b y  inte l l igent beings" . It 
was after this that Pro j ect Blue Book was c losed down and the f i les 
" retired" to USAF Archives . C learly, this was the mos t  sensible course o f  
act ion t o  take . Three independent panel s o f  national ly-recognized 
s c ientists had reviewed the avai l ab l e  UFO evidence, and each had concluded 
that there was no legitimate evidence to support the extraterrestrial 
hypothe s i s . It is a l s o  useful to po int out that al l of the UFOs left 
" unident i f ied" by Dr . Condon ' s  team have subsequently been converted to 
IFOs through the investigations o f  Philip Kl ass, Donald Menzel, Erne,st 
Taves, and James Oberg (Sheaf fer, 1980) . 

What about the al legations made by " Fal con" and " Condor", who 
supposedly are government intel l igence contact s ?  After al l, their 
credential s were researched and verif ied by pro-UFO invest igators Wil l iam 
Moore and Jamie Shandera (who l atel y  have been publ i c i z ing the Maj estic-12 
do cuments that are strongly suspected to be a hoax even by other 
UFOlogists) . Whether or not these contact agents have authentic government 
credentia l s ,  it is prudent to point out that c l aims to thi s  ef fect have 
been made before . In 1977, a man named Todd Zechel c l a imed to have been 
employed f or ten years by " two c iv i l ian inte l l igence agencies", where he 
said he had uncovered hard evidence f or a government coverup . However, 
Phi l ip Klass (1983) dis covered by making a few key telephone cal l s  that, 
in fact, there was no record of Zechel having worked for the defense 
department, and that f or the ten years he was suppo sed to have been 
involved in intel l igence, he was actua l l y  serving in the U . S .  Army and 
work ing in a Wis cons in f actory as a carpenter and f ireman . Hence, we have 
every reason to be skeptical when we hear more c l a ims by intel l igence 
agents for a widespread government coverup of evidence for 
extraterres trial spaceships . 

Condor made the famil iar c l a im that "we know they carried on with a 
covert operation after [the clos ing down of Pro j ect Blue Book]" . This 
c l a im is demonstrably fal se. In December of 1978, f o l l owing the pas s age 
of the Freedom of In formation Act, the CIA released almost 900 pages of 
documents (including duplicates) detai l ing the CIA ' s  interest in UFOs over 
the 30 years from 19�9-1978 . The contents of relevant memoranda have been 
reviewed by Phi l ip Kl as s (1983) . They show conclus ively that the USAF and 
the CIA had not changed their o f f i c ia l  viewpo int on the UFO question 
(i . e . ,  that there is no evidence for extraterres trial spacecraft) s ince 

the report of the Roberts on Panel in 1953 . Furthermore, there was no 
group within the CIA, as recently as 1976, that was actively interested 
in, or investigating UFOs, on an o f f i cial bas is . Al though some 
l ow-level personnel were uno f f icia l l y  monitoring UFO phenomena f or 
interest, it is ridiculous to postul ate that such pers onnel knew some 
incredible secret that top- l evel o f f icial s did not . 

Of course, the wel l-known " crashed-s aucer" story was reto l d  on UFO 
Cover-Up? Live ! by W i l l iam Moore (co - author of The Roswel l Incident, 
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1980) and Stanton Friedman, who apparently earns $1000 a lecture tel l ing 
people that " f l ying s aucers are real" . The original tale was exposed as a 
hoax in 1952 (cf . Kl as s, 1983) , but o l d  UFO l egends never die . What 
happened was that on June 1�, 19�7, Bil l Brazel found airborne debris on 
his ranch, which was l ater identified as instrumentation from a radar 
calibration bal l oon . This expl anation was dismissed on the program by 
Jes se Marcel Jr . ,  whose father (a Maj or Jes se Marcel) examined the debris 
and became convinced that it was "not from this earth, or from this 
universe" because "hierog lyphic symbo l s "  were ins cribed on it . However, 
as Klass (1983) has expl ained, there are many good reasons for believing 
that the "crashed s aucer" tale is a complete f abrication: (1) When the CIA 
papers were dec lassified in 1978, there was not a sing le memorandum over 
the previous 30 years referring to any crashed UFO. (2) If a f l ying s aucer 
had real ly been found, why hasn't s aucer techno l ogy been exp l oited by the 
U.S . government during the past �0 years? (3) How could Presidents 
Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johns on, Nixon, Ford, Carter, and Reagan (as 
wel l  as top-level intel l igence o f ficial s  in high government agencies) keep 
a secret o f  s uch magnitude f or �0 years from everybody (except a few UFO 
believers) when other important "secrets " such as the bombing o f  Cambodia, 
the Watergate break-in, the Pentagon Papers, and Iranian arms s c andal, to 
mention a few, are invariably leaked to the press within a rel atively 
short time? It is almo s t  certain that the "crashed s aucer " s tory is a 
hoax, kept a l ive by people that have a vested financial interes t  in 
promul gating this tale, and by overly-credul ous believers who harbor a 
general dis trus t  for big g overnment . 

The viewing audience of UFO Cover-Up? Live ! was a l s o  presented 
with the "evidence" provided by the s o - cal led MJ -12 documents f or a 
mas sive government cover-up . These are supposedly "Top Secret" documents, 
released publicly by Moore, Friedman, and Shandera in 1987, which reveal 
that the U . S .  government apparently recovered two crashed s aucers before 
1950 as wel l as four extraterrestrial CET) bodies . These documents also 
purportedly s how that in September, 19�7, President Truman g ave his 
authoriz ation to create a top-secret panel of s cientists, mil itary leaders 
and intel ligence o f ficia l s, cal led operation Maj estic-12 (MJ-12 ) , in order 
to analyze the contents of the crashed s aucers and make recommendations 
for a suitabl e  U . S .  response to potential l y  hostile alien action s . The 
viewing audience was to l d  that the MJ-12 documents present pro o f  of a 
"complex intragovernmental chain of command" to maintain secrecy regarding 
physical evidence of UFOs . The program featured dis cus sions with Moore, 
Friedman and Shandera, al ong with corroboration from their contacts Fal con 
and Condor, and the audience was a s s ured that together they have "amassed 
an enormous amount o f  information about the government ' s  UFO program". Of 
course, we have already seen that there was a UFO investigation program o f  
rel atively l ow priority, but which h a d  nothing t o  d o  with crashed saucers . 
One might readl iy ask why the Robertson Panel was convened in 1953 to 
"appraise the avai l able evidence" f or UFOs if two s aucers (one with alien 
bodies) had already crashed several years earlier? Al so, how is it that 
eight U.S . presidents have al l been in agreement that this crashed-s aucer 
information mus t  be kept secret, even though they don ' t  agree on other 
important issues such as economic and foreign pol icy? As for the MJ-12 
documents themselves, Philip Kl ass has shown convincingly in two arti c l es 
recently published in Skeptical Inquirer magazine (1988a, 1988b) that 
they are undoubedly fraudulent. 

EBE and Friends 

However there is s til l more to this story. According to "Fal con", 
another (third?) s aucer crashed before 1950 and one of its o ccupants 
survived (the s tory seems to be evolving to respond to the critics ! ) .  
Moreover, the c l aim was made that two more EBEs (Extraterres trial 
Bio l ogical Entities) were recovered alive in recent years, and that since 
1982, one has been residing in an area of Nevada (cal led A-51) as a guest 
of the U.S . g overnment . The second o f  these aliens is supposed to have 
written a yel l ow book (the "Bible" of the MJ-12 community, in Eng-lish no 
less) , which des cribes th� EBE's home p l anet, so ciety and life among the 
Earthl ings. The EBE ' s  al l egedly made an agreement with government 
intel l igence o f ficia l s, who "won't dis close [their] existence if [they] do 
not interfere in our society " . One is thus tempted to ask why Fal con now 
takes it upon himsel f the res ponsibil ity of dis c l o s ing this secret 
in formation when he could be j epardizing publ ic s afety? How does he know 
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the al iens woul dn't react in a hos t i l e  manner to thi s  disc losure? What 
g ives h im the authority to s ay these things after years of "secrecy" by 
eight pres idents, as c l aimed? A l so, why bother keeping some of them in a 
remote area of Nevada when their col l eagues are apparentl y  abducting 
peop le al l over the United States ? Or is thi s  another group of al iens 
from some other star system? Needles s to s ay, these questions were not 
asked on UFO Cover-Up? L ive ! Nonetheless, some reveal ing information 
did come to l ight on the program. Host Farrel l  asked where the EBEs hai l  
from. Fal con's answer was Zeta Reti cul i !  Thi s  a t  least makes the story 
cons istent with s chool teacher Mar j or ie Fish's analys is of the Betty H i l l 
s tar map, s upposedl y  seen by Mrs. H i l l whi l e  she was aboard an a l ien 
spacecraft. Unfortunately, Fish convenientl y  left out 11 s tars from the 
orig inal H i l l sketch, and bes ides, the s cale of the map was l ater shown to 
be inaccurate by Char les Atterberg (Shea f fer, 1980) . Furthermore, Dr. 
Ben j amin Simon, a Boston psychiatrist who p l aced Mrs. H i l l under hypnos i s, 
characteri zed the abduction s tory as "a f antasy ... in other words, it was a 
dream. The abduction did not happen." 

What do the EBEs look l ike? Fal con des cribes them at great l ength : 
3'4r" -3'8", l arge eyes, inner l ids, smal l mouth, no teeth, one organ doing 
the j ob of both heart and l ungs, hard e l astic skin, more comp l ex brain 
with several lobe s ,  hearing better than that of dogs, hands without 
thumbs, web-l ike feet, sexual organs present (implying mal e  and f emal e  
genders) , typical a g e  350- 4,00 years, I Q  over 200 . The Zeta Reticul ans 
enj oy a l l  mus ic (e spec ial l y  anc ient Tibetan) , and are espec ial l y  f ond o f  
vegetables and s trawberry i ce cream. Furthermore, they bel ieve i n  the 
Universe as the Supreme be ing. In f act, th is des cription sounds s imil ar 
to the al leged creatures reported by abductees such as Strieber (1987) , 
and is not unl ike the appearance of the ETs seen in C lose Encounters o f  
the Third Kind. The al iens are always depicted a s  smal l ,  two-eyed, 
humanoid, and gray or white ; they a lways arrive in outmoded " f lying 
saucers" ;  they are here either to s ave us from destroying ourselves, bring 
us knowledge and enl ightenment, f ind a better home for themse lves, or s eek 
out new l i fe or new c ivi l z at ions (Baker 1987) . These are very pred i ctab le 
characteri zations, which cou l d  eas i l y  have been taken from popul ar s c ience 
f i ct ion stories or sens ational i st tabloid reports. However, according to 
biology and astronomy experts, s uch des criptions are very probably total ly 
unl ike real extraterrestrial al ien l i fe, i f  it exists (see 
Extraterrestrial s: Sc ience and A l ien Intel l igence, 1985) . Why, for 
exampl e, should we expect the EBEs to be ab l e  to communicate with 
Eng l i sh-speaking humans ? Succes s fu l  communicat ion woul d  mos t  l ikely 
emp loy mathematical l anguage, and prominent astronomers and mathematic ians 
woul d have to be informed of the existence of EBEs. There i s  no evidence 
that thi s  has happened, and hence, the facts are at odds with the cl aims 
made. It i s  more l ikel y  that Fal con's des cription i s  a compos ite of the 
popu l ar conception of what al ien ETs shou l d  look l ike, based upon 
exposure to f ict ion, rather than what real al ien being s, as suming they 
ex ist, actual l y  look l ike. Needles s to s ay, the reference by Fal con to 
the Zeta Reticu l i  s tar sys tem further undermines the whol e  story, and we 
are left to concl ude that the EBE guests of the U.S. government almost 
certainly belong in the realm of f i ction. 

Summary 

At the outset of the UFO Cover-Up ? Live ! program, it was s tated by 
host Farrel l that on ly 33% of the American Pub l ic deny the existence of 
UFOs , as revealed by a Gal lup pol l. I t  is c l ear that the American publ ic 
has l argely been brainwashed into bel ieving the extraterrestrial 
hypothes is. A survey of profes s ional as tronomers taken in 1977 revealed 
that, al though 53 of the 2611 s c ient ists pol l ed said that they had 
experienced a "UFO s ighting", on ly 3% of some 1360 repondents thought that 
UFO reports submitted by other astronomers (who presumably are cred ibl e  
witnes ses ) might involve extraterres trial craft (Klass, 1983) . I n  other 
words, the peop le who are mos t  knowledgeable about celestial phenomena 
(i.e . ,  astronomers ) think that the extraterres trial hypothes is is the 
l e ast l ikely of al l expl anations wh ich have been advanced for UFO 
s ighting s. I t  strikes me that thi s  in formation is very reveal ing about 
the Gal l up pol l  statistics. Mos t  peop le f ind it d i f f icu l t  to formul ate 
al ternative expl anations for staange unfami l iar ob j ects or l ights in the 
sky, because (1) in the modern-day era of space travel and p l anetary 
exploration, when l i fe on other wor l d s  is being d i s cus sed seriou s l y, we 
almost exp e ct al iens to drop in on us ; (2 ) there is a general l ack of 
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understanding of the s c ient i f i c  method ( s e e  Americans respect s c ience , 
don ' t  know much about it , 1986) , whi ch cons ists o f  ( 1) making 
obs ervations , ( 2 )  formu l ating a hypothe s is to exp l ain the obs ervations 
and (3) testing the hypothe s is by making new obs ervations which can 

' 

conf irm or d i s conf irm . UFOo l o g i sts frequently s top after s tep two and draw 
the ir conclus ions , but thi s  is only speculation and not s c ience . The 
distinction is made by carrying out the third step o f  the s c ienti fic 
method . Some UFOl ogists even specu l ate that the al iens can trans cend the 
l aws of phys ics as we know them . However , this repre s ents nothing l es s  
than the abandonment o f  s c ient i f ic methodo l ogy and the return t o  a b e l i e f  
i n  supernatural mag i c . 

Host Farre l l  acknowl edged that many UFO - re l ated s tories ( such as tho s e  
o f  George Adamski and Bil ly Me ier ) are hoax e s , but then went on t o  s ay 
" thous ands o f  s ightings are not so e a s i l y  exp l a ined " ,  implying that they 
mus t  be due to extraterre s trial craf t .  This is l ike saying " if it is not 
Saturday , it must be Sunday " . As we have cl early s e en in the above 
analys i s , there are p l enty of al ternative exp lanations f or UFO s ighting s , 
and s ometime s a rigorous ana lys is is requ ired be fore a pos itive 
identif ication can be made . According to the Center f or UFO Studies , 
over 90% of a l l  UFO reports have prosaic expl anations ; this doe s not mean 
that the remaining 10% are due to extraterre strial spaceships . In fact , 
Phi l ip Kl ass (1983) estimates that about 98% of al l UFO -re l ated inc idents 
can be accounted for by natural or man-made ob j e cts , whi l e  the remaining 
2% are almo s t  certain hoax e s . UFO b e l ievers sometime s cl aim that the only 
aim o f  skeptics is to " exp l a in away " s ighting s ( Fal con also s aid this 
about the Pro j ect B lue Book inve stigators ) ,  but thi s  mis s e s  the point 
comp l ete l y . I t  is important to rea l i z e  that alternative exp l anations for 
"unexpl aine d "  UFO inc idents cannot always be rul e d  out , and that in the 
meantime , extrordinary c l aims demand extraordinary evidence . As NASA 
contact person Dav id Wi l l iams on expl ained on the program , no physical 
evidence on the program , no phys ical evidence o f  UFO vis itations has yet 
been pre s ented to NASA for analy s i s  during the past 11 years . 

Yet the be l ie f  in UFOs as extraterrestrial spaceships pers ists . This 
i s  in part because of the e f forts o f  pro -UFO enthus iasts l ike Moore , 
Friedman and others , who s tand to l o s e  f inanc ial ly unl e s s  they can keep 
the myth al ive . It is also part be cause news media that g ive great 
prominence to a UFO report when it is f irst rece ived subsequently devote 
l ittl e , if any , space or time to reporting a pro s aic expl anation f or the 
case after the f acts are uncovered ( Kl a s s , 1983) . There are numerous 
cas e s  l ike this ; some of them were even c ited on the program as 
unexpl ained , such as the Jimmy Carter s ighting , the Tehran a ir chas e , the 
UFOs over the White House , the Soviet rocket te st , and the death of 
Captain Mante l l . But perhaps the stongest reason o f  al l for the 
pers i stence of the UFO myth is the deeply human wish to l ook to a higher 
ent ity for s alvation , especially when g l obal po l itical stabil ity 
deteriorate s .  I t  is very c l ear that many peop l e  envis ion hope in the form 
of UFO al iens ( Curran , 1985) . No wonder Star Trek has re tained its 
popul arity ! No wonder , as Doug l as Curran found , " every s ingle 
flying - saucer group I encountered in my trave l s  incorporated Jesus Christ 
into the hierarchy o f  its be l ie f  system" ! Is it not obvious that the s e  
concepts come from within us , and n o t  from some obj e ctive real ity i n  the 
form of UFO al iens ? Why bother trying to s o lve our e arthly problems ? Th� 
al iens wi l l  do it for us ! I t  is probab ly not a coincidence that the UFO 
era began in 19�7, shortly after the people of the e arth were re covering 
from the damage created by Wor l d  War two . I nstead of the ang e l s  of the 
Lord , f lying saucers now keep watch over us , and the al iens wil l intervene 
to s ave humanity whenever the next ho lo caust appears imminent , j ust as God 
was expected by anc ient peop l e s  to s ave them from great peri l . ( This by 
the way , is the underlying theme of the movie The Day the Earth Stood 
Sti l l . )  I t  is abundantly cl ear to mys e l f  and others ( c f .  Baugher , 1985 ) 
that the UFO be l ie f  system repre s ents a spac e - age rel ig ion , which ful f i l l s  
a need for thos e  peop l e  who n o  longer f ind conventional re l ig ions 
spiritua l l y  meaning ful in modern day society . 

With b i l l ions of stars in our own gal axy , and po s s ibly b i l l ions o f  
galaxies in the Un iverse , s ome as tronomers ( such a s  SETI ' s  Thomas 
McDonough , who appeared on the program ) have specul ated that there is 
reasonab l e  po s s ib i l ity that planets orbiting other stars may harbor forms 
of l i f e . Perhaps some wor l ds have spawned inte l l igent be ing s capab l e  o f  
space trave l .  However , interste l l ar space is so vast that even a t  a speed 
approaching that o f  l i ght ( which it is phys ical ly impo s s ib l e  for any 
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material ob j e ct to exceed ) ,  a l i e n  be ings might take hundreds o f  y e ars 
expend ing impractical l y  l ar g e  quant itie s of energy j us t  to come here and 
buz z  a irp l ane s , cha s e  cars , or te l l  a f ew Earth l ings to make peace , not 
war . According to J o s e ph Baugher ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  a trip to B arnard ' s  s tar ( 6  
l ight years away ) at a maximum ve l o c ity o f  1 3% the s p e e d  o f  l ight ( us ing 
thermonu c l e ar fus ion rockets ) wou l d  requ ire about 50 t ime s the current 
power l ev e l  g enerated by a l l the nations o f  the Earth ! Z eta Ret i cu l i ,  by 
compar i s on , is about 3 5  l ight y e ars away . Even this r e l ativ e l y  l ow - s p e e d  
trav e l  woul d  be incredib l y  expens ive in terms o f  energy , whi l e  s pace 
trave l at speeds c l o s e  to that of l ight w i l l l ik e l y  a lways remain 
proh ibitiv e l y  expens ive . I f  the s e  EBEs re a l l y  have such power avai l ab l e  
to them , they woul d  n o t  b e  u s ing f ly ing s aucers and it i s  unl ike l y  that 
they wou l d  f ind Earth t e chn o l ogy very inter e s ting . I nterste l l ar s pace 
trave l i s  · impracti c a l  at b e s t . There is a cheaper and more e f f e ct ive 
method : communi cation by u s ing e l e ctromagnet i c  radiation such as radio 
wave s , wh i ch doe s  not requ ire such enormous amounts of e nergy and whi ch 
trave l s  at pre c i s e ly the s p e e d  o f  l ight . There f ore , mo s t  SET !  s c ient i s t s  
intere s te d  i n  extraterre s tr i a l  contact do not take UFO reports s er ious l y , 
because they expect advanc e d  c iv i l i z at ions to s end s igna l s  b e f ore 
attempting to make dir e c t  contact , and so f ar , no such me s s ag e s  have been 
r e c i eved ( Go l d smith , 1 9 8 7 ) .  

P erhaps we are not a l one , but I do not be l ieve that we have y e t  b e e n  
v i s ited b y  a l ien creature s .  The e v i d e n c e  provided b y  UFO s ightings and 
UFO abduction tal e s  doe s  not warrant th i s  conclus ion . At the end o f  UFO 
Cover - Up ?  Live ! , ho s t  Mike F arre l l  asks que s t ions that a viewer might 
reas onably a s k . Has our g overnment l ie d  to us ? Are ETs here ? D o e s  our 
government have UFOs h idden away in a warehous e ?  Cou l d  the U . S .  
government have covered up the mo s t  s igni f i c ant event o f  the 2 0 th c entury? 
I s  a congre s s ional inve s t i g ation warranted , b a s e d  upon the ava i l ab l e  
evidence , as 8 7% o f  the c a l l er s  watching the pro gram s e eme d t o  think? 
Fo l l owing the ana l y s i s  g iven above , I think that answer to· a l l  the s e  
que s tions i s  a lmost c erta i n l t  no . W e  can b e  open-minded on the sub j e ct 
of UFO s  and s t i l l rea ch thi s  conclus ion . We have cons idered the evidence , 
and on the b a s i s  of what has been pre s ente d .  w e  shou l d  rej e ct the 
extraterr e s tr i a l  hypothe s i s . Any other conclus ion is i l l o g i c a l . Anthony 
Stande n ( 1 9 8 1 ) has prop o s e d  that henc e f orth , we shou l d  re f er to UFOs as 
UAAs ( unexp l a ined aerial appearance s ) ,  s ince the term " f lying ob j e cts " 
bias e s  us towards th ink ing o f  them as extraterre s trial spaceship s , and s o  
f ar th is i s  a lmo s t  certainly not the cas e . I f  only we cou l d  conv ince 
al l UFO be l ievers and media pers onne l to he e d  th i s  adv i c e ! 
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